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A “Magical Time” at HVR Annual Banquet and Holiday Party 
 
On Sunday, January 27, 2019, 
the Hudson Valley Region held 
their annual post-holiday get 
together at Farmer and Chefs 
Restaurant in Poughkeepsie, New 
York. The afternoon featured 
delicious food prepared by 
Culinary Institute of America 
trained chefs, mesmerizing 
entertainment by Paul the Magic 
Clown, and an informative video 
presentation on High 
Performance Driver Education by 
member Jessica Klee.  
 
Newly elected president, Bruce 
Coopersmith, then thanked his 
newly elected region officers, 

chairpersons, past presidents, and various volunteers for their hard work and noted the region’s significant 
recent growth in membership and highlighted our schedule of upcoming events. Bruce next invited recently 
appointed Merchandise Chair, John Westerman, to present samples of our new HVR/PCA apparel that will be 
available for sale on our website 
 
With business out of the way, the fun resumed with members eagerly checking their door prize ticket numbers 
in anticipation of winning various  Porsche related items. In addition, all attendees each received a unique 
HVR/PCA miniature metal sculpture, hand formed and generously donated by member, Robert Van Winkle 
By the end of the afternoon, it was satisfying to experience the warm feelings and appreciation of those who 
attended the Hudson Valley Region’s first event of 2019! 
 

 
 

1 



Our new Board of Directors and Chairpersons:  
● Bruce Coopersmith - President, Historian, Social Media Chair 
● Fred Webster - Vice President, Driving Tour Chair 
● Jeffrey Kriz - Secretary, Membership Chair 
● John Barna - Treasurer 
● Kevin Challacombe - Director, Track Chair 
● Lisa Eckler - Director, Social Activities Chair 
● Mark Maserjian - Immediate Past President 
● Ricardo Diaz - Chief Driving Instructor, Safety Chair 
● Tom Florio - Technical Chair 
● John Westerman - Merchandising Chair 

Welcome New Members! 
Perry LaBarbera - 2004 911 Carrera 4 Cabriolet, Guards Red 
Michael McHenry - Test Drive 
Miles Bierman - 2007 Boxster, Black 
David Shin - 2001 911 Turbo, Silver 
Louis Pedrero - 2003 911 Turbo, Silver 
Philip Migliore - no car listed  
William Thomas - Test Drive 
John Cordes - 2006 Cayman S, Black 
Jason Hart - 2006 911 Carrera S   Cabriolet, 
Midnight Blue 
Frank Cupo - 1996 911 Turbo, Arena Red 
Jack Trowell - 2011 Boxster, Black 
Jeffrey Powers - 1983 944 Black 
Beata Gola - 1996 911 Turbo, Black 
Andrea Kushner - no car listed 
John Bianco - 2002 911 Turbo, Basalt Black Metallic 
John Riggle - 1986 928S, Red 
Robert Back - 2019 911 Turbo S, Midnight Blue 
Jed Best - 1984 Carrera 
Constantio Vanikiois - 1984 Carrera 
Sean Browne - 2007 911 Carrera S, Red 
Mohamed Baksh - 2019 Panamera 4S, Carrera White Metallic 
Jeff Miller - 2005 Boxster S, Black 
Charles Jelinek - 1986 Carrera, Blue 
Harold Hesse - 1985 944, Black 
Samuel Dawson - 2017 718 Boxster S 
John Silva - 1979 911 SC 
Stephen Eckelman - 1971 914, Silver 
Jacob (Jake) Pennings Matthews- Test Drive (just bought a 2004 911 C4S, Silver) 
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Save the Date!     Spring Breakout is scheduled for Sunday, June 9th. 
 
Shine up that Porsche, bring a folding chair, and come 
on out to Advanced Automotive of New Windsor for 
our annual Spring get together! There will be a demo 
on ceramic coating your vehicle and lunch is on us 
(bring your own adult beverages)! Whether you are 
into tech talk or simply socializing with your HVR 
buddies, this event is always a fun time!  
New members are especially welcome!  
Event is from 12 noon to 4:00pm.  
More details to follow. 

 

 

HVR Members attend Tech Tactics East  
On Saturday, February 16th, several HVR members experienced a 
fun and informative day at the Porsche North America Training 
Center in Easton, PA at this annual PCA sponsored event. 
There were various presentations from Porsche experts  from all 
over the US and Europe as well as good food and an opportunity to 
to connect with PCA members from all over the East Coast. All 
attendees also received a tee shirt and a goodie bag! 
Registration for this event sold out in less than 30 minutes so if you 
plan to attend next year, register promptly! 
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2019 Driver’s Ed events: 

Tuesday, April 16 

Lime Rock Park- Lakeville, Connecticut 
● Intermediate and Advanced Drivers (White, Black, Red) in a two run group format. 

No Noise Restriction, Lots of track time! 
● “Taste of the Track” - For those who have never been on track before and are looking to check out what 

Drivers Education is all about but are not yet ready to commit to doing a formal DE event, we are 
offering “Taste of the Track”, two 15 minute on track sessions following a Pace car and a 20-minute 
classroom chalk talk 

No helmet is required 
Registration for both events is now open. Go to clubregistration.net to register and for more details. 
Contact Kevin Challacombe, HVR Track Chair, for more info: kchally@aol.com 

Friday, Saturday, Sunday, May 17, 18, 19 

“48 Hours At The Glen” - Watkins Glen, NY  
All run groups including beginners on Saturday and Sunday, Instructors and Advanced drivers on Friday. 
This is an opportunity to drive at Watkins Glen International with PCA members from throughout the 
Northeast US and Canada.  
Registration opens 4/1/2019 via clubregistration.net  This event fills up fast, as do the area motel rooms, so 
don’t delay.  
 

Friday, Saturday, August 16 & 17 

Shared DE with Hudson Champlain Region at Lime Rock Park 
All run groups, including beginners, on both days. Sign up for one or both days. 
Register at clubregistration.net. Search for PCA, Hudson Champlain Region, Driver’s Ed events. 
 

Saturday, September 21 

Intermediate and Advanced Drivers plus Taste of the Track at Lime Rock Park 
● White, Black, and Red drivers in a two run group format. Noise restrictions do apply but this is a chance 

for plenty of track time on a Saturday. 
● A Taste of the Track experience will again be offered, but with one 15 minute session and “chalk talk”. 
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A few thoughts about the HVR Driver’s Education Program. 
Track driving events have always been a significant part of our region’s events schedule. However, in the past 
decade the economics of running a Driver’s Education or Track Event has become exponentially more costly. 
In an effort for the Region to become more financially secure, in past years the number of track events was 
pared down and unfortunately, beginners and instructed intermediate groups were not being offered, as those 
run groups are the most costly to run due to the net cost of instructors. Established DE participants dealt with 
this situation by doing additional events with neighboring regions. While this is a good way to meet members 
from other regions, we do realize that it can be a little intimidating for those who are just getting started or even 
just thinking about participating in a track event.  
 
To begin to address this issue in a fiscally responsible manner, last year we started offering a “Taste of the 
Track” program at our two Intermediate/Advanced DE events at Lime Rock. Some members who participated 
in the program have expressed an interest in moving up to the next step of participating in a Novice or 
beginners run group in an actual instructed DE event. For those members, we offer several options: 

 
● Register for the Zone 1 ”48 Hours at the Glen” DE. This event at Watkins Glen in May offers two days 

of driving for all run groups including beginners. While it is not officially an HVR event, it is run by two of 
our members including our Chief Instructor and our previous Track Chair. In addition, many of our 
members who do DE’s attend that event, so there is sure to be people around whom you will know. If 
traveling and staying over at Watkins Glen seems a little overwhelming or you are not sure about where 
to stay or what to bring, you can contact Mark Maserjian mmaserjian@aol.com, our “DE Ambassador”. 
He will be glad to answer your questions or direct you to another source to help you prepare for this 
event or any other event. 

● Register for our shared event with the Hudson Champlain Region at Lime Rock in August. We are 
partnering with our neighbors to the north to share expenses and boost participation. All run groups will 
be offered on both days, including beginners. So, if you want to stay local and just try out a DE for one 
day, this is a perfect opportunity. If you prefer, you could sign up for both days and accelerate your 
learning. You could either stay overnight at a hotel, or just drive there each day as many of us do.  

● Register for a DE with another neighboring region such as Connecticut Valley, NY Metro, Northern New 
Jersey. As stated previously, many of us already broaden our event schedules by doing that. You could 
also “buddy up” with another HVR member that you meet at a social event or you could post on our 
Facebook Group that you are looking to do an event at such and such region on such an such date, 
and perhaps there will be someone already planning to do the same. 

 
Again, if you have any questions about Driver’s Education events, please feel free to contact Mark or any of 
our Board Members and we will do our best to help you to answer your questions or feel more at ease about 
the process. You can find all of our contact info on the HVR website http://hv.pca.org/home by clicking on the 
About Us tab. 
 
And while your on the website, check out our new HVR Store where you can find shirts, jackets, and fleeces 
with an embroidered HVR/PCA logo at great prices. Perfect for Mother’s/Father’s Day gifts or just treat yourself 
and support the club! You can even find long sleeve cotton tee shirts, just right for Track Days (long sleeve 
shirts are required for most DE events and natural fibers are a preferred material).  
 
See you at the Track! 
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We hope you enjoy reading Die 
Weinrebe, which is sent via 
email to all HVR members who 
have provided an email address 
on their PCA account. You can 
also find the current and past 
issues of the newsletter on our 
website by clicking on the Die 
Weinrebe tab. In an effort to Go 
Green, as well as keep printing 
and postage costs down, a 
printed copy of Die Weinrebe will 
only be mailed out to those who 
request to be on the mailing list.  
If you have not already done so, 
you can join the list by sending a 
request via email to our 
Secretary, Jeff Kriz via email 
jwkriz@verizon.net 

 
Newsletter Staff: Bruce Coopersmith, Editor; Jeff Kriz, Technical Consultant 
 
 
 
 

 
Jeff Kriz, HVR/PCA Secretary 
9 Ogden Road 
Ossining, NY, 10562  
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